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Term 3 - Week 7 - September 2019

Important Dates
This week...

PHONE

FAX

ADDRESS

08 8391 0411

08 8391 2386

27 Sims Road, Mount Baker, SA 5251

www.mtbarkerwaldorf.sa.edu.au

office@mtbarkerwaldorf.sa.edu.au

/mtbarkerwaldorfschool

WEB

EMAIL

FACEBOOK

Dear Parents,
This week is the inaugural Steiner Education week.  For the week a group of 
Class 10, 11 and 12 students will be attending the Youth Conference being 
held at Samford Valley Steiner School.  For your information, please see the 
media release from Steiner Education Australia below:
Steiner Schools’ Week 2nd - 8th September 2019 celebrates 100 years of 
Steiner / Waldorf Education around the world with the theme Learn to Change 
the World. 
Virginia Moller CEO of Steiner Education Australia encourages everyone to 
visit a Steiner school, and take a look at SEA and schools’ websites to find 
out more about this approach to education that has great relevance in today’s 
society. 
‘Now, more than ever before, Steiner Education is recognised as a highly 
valued approach to develop flexible and agile thinking and an ability to 
collaborate and thrive in a 21st Century world’.
Many Steiner Schools in Australia have special events to celebrate 100 years 
of Steiner Education in the world. A major event is the Australian Youth 
Conference for Class 10-12 students across Australia and New Zealand on 
3rd - 7th September at Samford Valley Steiner School, Queensland. This event 
showcases how powerful Steiner Education is in its conscious approach to 
developing young people for the future. 
Other schools are participating in a live stream of the inspiring Youth Conference 
performance of ‘100 Years’ commissioned for the 100 Year Celebrations. 

“Waldorf 100. Learn to Change the World”
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3.45pm Martial Arts in the Gym

Photo ‘Waldorf 100’ at 3pm on 
the oval.

9am Parent Yoga
3.30pm Orchestra with Kai

9am Parent Craft Group

https://www.facebook.com/mtbarkerwaldorfschool/


Principal Continues

Many schools are also showcasing their sustainability initiatives, including 
bees - a global Steiner school initiative making a real difference.
From the first Waldorf School in Stuttgart in 1919, there are now 1,182 Waldorf 
and Rudolf Steiner Schools in 66 countries and 1,911 Waldorf Kindergartens 
in more than 69 countries. There are 50 Australian Steiner Schools which are 
part of this vibrant, innovative and diverse global community.
A 2018 national survey of parents showed 87% of parents are satisfied with 
choosing a Steiner School – one of the highest levels of satisfaction amongst 
parents in any educational system. Students spoke passionately about being 
happy and fulfilled and having strong relationships with their teachers and 
fellow students. 
89% of Alumni surveyed agreed what they learned was highly appropriate to 
later life, 95% agreed that attending a Steiner school has been an asset to life 
and 94% would recommend a Steiner education. 
Ms Moller encourages a visit to a Steiner School to see first-hand why there 
is this level of support and endorsement of our educational approach and 
pedagogy.
ANNNOUNCEMENT
Our school is participating in a video link stream of the music performance 
on Saturday 7 September.  Performance start time: 11.15am (eastern standard 
time).  The music performance will also be live streamed via the Samford 
Valley Steiner School facebook page. 

Helen Platell, JD | Principal

Important Dates
Term 3, Week 6
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3.45pm Martial Arts in the Gym

9am Parent Yoga
3.30pm Orchestra with Kai

9am Parent Craft Group

Oskar Watkins
Class 12 Graduates

My name is Oskar 
Watkins. I have been a 
member of this school 
since Class 1 (I did my 
kindy years in Denmark).
Over the past 12 years I 
have had the experience 
of going on dozens 
of camps with my 
classmates and these 
are undoubtedly my 
favourite memories 
looking back. I also had 
the opportunity to attend 

the ski trip, an extra-curricular camp to Thredbo, which 
was an incredible experience, something I definitely plan 
on doing again.  
For my Class 12 project, I am doing an exploration of 
sound and technology. As the main aspect of my project, 

I will be installing a new surround-sound system in the 
Living Arts Centre. The idea for this was born through my 
experiences with the LAC’s technology. My inspiration 
for this project came from my work doing the sound and 
lighting for performances in the LAC. The more I learnt 
about technology, specifically the current technology in 
the LAC, the more I knew something had to be done. My 
goal is to leave the school with a reliable, user-friendly, 
high quality system which will last for years to come. 
This will be my way of giving back to the school and it’s 
community after everything it has given to me. 
 I have also been installing smaller systems for example 
in cars and I plan to install a home theatre system as well. 
I am hoping to display the improvement high quality 
audio can make to a space whether that be a small space 
like a car, a medium space like a lounge room, or a big 
space like a theatre.



Waldorf Waste Worriors

Looking Back

8-12 Clothing Swap

Celebrating 40 Years

Fast fashion is the mass production of cheap and often 
low quality ‘on-trend’ clothing. These trends are forever 
changing, dependent on mainstream celebrities. Due to 
its scale in modern society, the impacts of fast fashion are 
greater than they’ve ever been before. These impacts are 
both on our environment and the basic human rights of 
workers. It is a major issue in terms of both sustainability 
and ethics. 
From sewing the cotton seeds to sitting in your closet, 
most of the clothes we wear go through a long and some-
what painful process. The people involved in this process 
are almost always from less economically developed 
countries and only put up with the poor working 
conditions to feed their families and survive. They are 
paid very minimally and are treated like slaves so that 
large chain companies can cut corners and save money. 
This is why we can by clothes from large department 
stores for extremely low prices. 
As far as the environment is concerned, there are many 
different impacts. materials such as polyester contribute 
to global warming, many fabrics shed microplastics into 
the ocean every time they’re washed and even organic 
materials such as cotton can be farmed unethically due 

to its high demand. That is why it is important for us to 
address this problem. 
So, what can we do? Firstly, we can reduce our 
consumption of unsustainable and unethical goods. When 
we do buy clothing, we can look for quality items that 
will last us a long time, and if we can, ensure we support 
environmentally friendly brands and local businesses. 
One way to determine which brands are fair trade is the 
blue, green and black symbol shown below. We can also 
shop at op-shops, upcycle old clothes to make them new 
and different, and take part in events such as clothing 
swaps. 
As part of the Waldorf Waste Warriors mission to reduce 
waste and human impact on the environment, we have 
organized a High School Clothing Swap for students in 
Classes 8 through to 12 on Friday 13 September from 
3.30pm till 4.30pm. Please come along to the Eurythmy 
Room and bring a maximum of 10 high quality pieces 
of clothing. Entry is free and cake will be available for 
purchase.  
We hope to see you there!

Mount Barker Waldorf School  
2000– 2010 or thereabouts (continued)

Mount Barker Waldorf School  2000 – 2010 or 
thereabouts (continued)
Mount Barker Waldorf School, by the turn of the century, 
had been going for twenty years; consequently the 
‘pioneering’ spirit had faded somewhat, and morphed 
into something more secure and established.  Fortunately 
there was a solid core of committed, experienced teachers 
to keep the flame of Waldorf Education burning through 
the inevitable challenges that arose.
Class sizes were strong in the High School during this 
period, helped significantly by the addition of up to ten 
students per class from the Willunga district.  These 
students, virtually all of whom had attended Willunga 
Waldorf School during their primary schooling years, 
were transported each day in a small bus to and from our 
school (you can imagine the commitment this took from 
the Willunga parents who had a roster for driving this 
bus).  Once Willunga Waldorf School could offer a full 
programme to Class 12 (from 2009), the students from 
that area quite naturally began to complete their high 

school education closer to home, and this did have an 
effect on our high school numbers in subsequent years.  

The positive working relationship established in the 
1990s with the universities in South Australia and 
SATAC – thanks to John Whisson’s capable and 
diligent stewardship of this - continued to strengthen, 
ensuring a structured pathway for our students to gain 
entry into tertiary education, if they were inclined to 
do so.  Anecdotally, many students chose to defer their 
university studies for one or more years and worked/
travelled before deciding which area of study and/or 
work they would pursue.  We hear of so many MBWS 
graduates from that era who are doing wonderful work 
in all manner of occupations in Australia and overseas.  
At our school we are especially lucky to have two alumni 
from 2001 (Nick and Dimity) teaching here at present.
Stay tuned for the next article:  Graduates from 2000-
2010 What are they doing now?

Jessie | Class 9

Robyn Maletz





Class 8
Industrial Revolution

Recently Class 8 studied The Industrial Revolution. The 
poetry they wrote in Main Lesson was the inspiration 
behind their artwork they created with Heidi Karo, their 
Guardian and HS Art teacher.  A wonderful collaboration 
and cross-pollination of lessons between High School 
Teachers and a deepening of the content through multiple 
experiences for the Class 8 students.

Child Labour
Hot sun, arise

The young children
Rub their eyes

Memories of ‘first breath’
Black smoke in their lungs

Feelings of thirst
From their dry forgotten tongues.

Bare feet walk
On the rough ground to work

Insecurities brush by
As the ‘Rich People’ smirk

Only short breaks
As their blisters burn

And ache.
Just stopping to breathe
Is seen as ‘plain slack’

Taken and abused
Whipped across their backs.

Emily FB, Teale, Akasha

Katherine | Main Lesson Teacher





Quintessential 
Quiz Night 2019!

The 40/100 Committee hosted a Quiz Night on Saturday 
24 August at the Littlehampton Hall and around 50 people 
came out to compete for prizes and the prestige of being 
the winning table. That award went to the aptly named 
‘Cackleberries’ who cackled their way through 8 rounds 
of questions, sculptionary and games… Commiserations 
to the last-placed team, the Tra la las, who scored a roll 
of ‘Who Gives a C#@p’ toilet paper each for coming 
‘bottom’!
Bids were made on a variety of wonderful experiences 
and items, a little different from the usual silent auction, 
but what a way to build community! Winners will 
be looking forward to sharing in the skills, passion or 
wisdom gifted by our fabulous donors.
Whilst attendance was low, generosity was high and 
together we raised $2000!
Our deepfelt thanks to the following:
Tony Hannan  Fire staff / poi lesson
Scott Aho   MDR Automotive voucher
Sera Koth  Vegan Cake
Diana Lambert   Hilltop Hoods Poster
Ali Pulford   Beeswax wrap workshop
Dave Hemmings Learn to Juggle
Delia Olam   Learn to sing your song
Tania Fechner   Kinesiology balance
Cameron Main   Indian Feast

Anna Simpson-Nielsen   Sourdough workshop
Ailsa Robson    Walk and Talk therapy
James & Lisa Morrison   Monarto zoo tickets
Dan Neumann    F45 training 
Morghan Kelly    Make a doll 
Anthea Fraser   Counselling sessions
Ngeringa Biodynamic Wine Mixed 6 Wines
Nathan Doble   6 bottles of Wine

Plus…
Rachel at Rainbow Tree
Teresa at Hemp Hemp Hooray
Jim at Grounds for Coffee
Marcus at Red Cacao
Wendy and Sean at All Seasons
Jess at Brother Bear
Cibo, Stirling
Kaffeehaus, Hahndorf
Gawler St Café/Hornet’s Nest
Caroline Craddock, Carrie , Veona Richardson, Debra 
Lutze, Sally Amazon, Fred Littlejohn

40/100 Committee

Martial Arts

Tuesday After School 
3:45pm to 4:45pm 

In the Gym!

A defense focused discipline
for ages 6 to 13 

Blending Aikido, Judo, Jujitsu and Muay 
Thai.

$5 per lesson 
Pay on the day
Aaron Lokkin

Stall Applications

Stall applications for the 2019 Mount Barker Waldorf 
School Spring Fair are now open. This year will see 
our beautiful fair held on Saturday 26 October from 
10am to 4pm. If you are interested in having a stall 
please email: court.stephen@gmail.com to request an 
application form.

Spring Fair





Japanese
Lunch Order

Konnichiwa! 
Our school is celebrating the 15th Anniversary of the Nadeshiko Room (the Japanese Room), on Friday 6th September 
2019. 
The Tuck Shop will be offering a traditional Japanese dish, called Gyudon (which is simmered beef on rice), for lunch 
instead of the usual Friday Daily Special. A vegan option is also available. 
The price per serving is $6.00, which can be paid on the 6th September as part of your child’s lunch order.
For catering purposes, please sign and send back the return slip to your child’s class teacher or the office by Friday, 
the 30th August. 
Arigatou,

Atsuko | Japanese Teacher

Working Bee
Landscape Working Group

Big Thanks and the next Working Bee (Sun 8 Sept) 
A big shout out and mega-thanks to parents and staff, 
especially the Early Childhood faculty, who worked with 
the Landscape Working Group last Saturday 24th August 
to plant trees, shrubs, grasses and groundcovers in what 
is coming to be known as the Kindy Forest. That’s the 
space between the back of the new Early Learning Centre 
and the Class 1 and Class 2 building.
 We had a wonderfully productive day – there was a buzz 
of busy-ness and good fellowship and we all enjoyed the 
excellent morning tea provided by Kindy staff, including 
jam drops baked by the children the day before. We’re 
growing local indigenous plants that will provide habitat, 
refuge and food sources for birds, butterflies, lizards and 
other wildlife native to this area.
Now we’re asking for your help to continue our 
revegetation project, supported by a grant from the Mt 
Barker District Council.  We’ll likely be working in the 
Class 2 and Class 3 play area and will also be starting to 
prepare the Memorial Garden, which we aim to make 
into a beautiful space to remember dearly departed staff 
and other contributors to our school.
We invite you to join us at our next working bee, Sunday 
8 September, 10 am - 12.30 pm. 
Bring willing hands, and the implements you like 
to garden and plant with. We’ll have some garden 
equipment, but we hope there’ll be too many of you 
to equip! There will be lots of help, and a variety of 
planting and tidying activity, so don’t worry if you’re not 
an experienced gardener. When you first arrive, please 
come to the area in front of the new Science building, 
looking out towards the oval, so we can get you started. 
Any questions? Please call, text or email me on 
0412455102 or  doreen.mellor@yahoo.com . 

Also, if you are thinking about whether you’d like to join 
the Landscape Working Group – let me know if you’re 
tempted! We need just one more community member 
now, as we welcomed a new parent member at the last 
working bee. 

Doreen | Landscape Working Group



Photo Gallery
Working Bee



 

 

 

 

* MINOR LOTTERY. 5000 Tickets at $2.50 each. Drawn on Saturday 26 October 2019 at 3pm at Mount Barker Waldorf School (MBWS).  
Results published on MBWS Facebook page on Tuesday 29 October 2019 

1st $815.00 Hahndorf Tour Bus 10 people Adelaide Hills Family Tour to Rocking Horse Gumeracha (+climb), Slot Car Raceway Lobethal (+1 hour racing), Melba Chocolates (+$50 
voucher), Hahn & Hamlin Hahndorf (+afternoon tea) 

2nd $510.00 Crafers Hotel One Night Accommodation and Dinner for 2 / Howard Vineyard 2-Pack of Wines (Shiraz, Sauvignon Blanc) / Charlesworth Nuts Supreme Selection Basket                                                                                  

3rd $440.00 Short Cut Mowers Husqvarna Mark II Chain Saw / Mount Barker Landscape Centre Voucher / Ultra Tune Voucher / Sazon Voucher 

4th $380.00 F45 Training Voucher / Bicycles Mount Barker Specialized Bike Helmet / Jakem Farm Day Trip Voucher / 2 Stihl Caps / 2 Babutsu Yoga Vouchers 

5th $310.00 BCF Fishing & Outdoor Pack / Gio's Pizza Voucher / Urban Cellars Mount Barker Bottle of Steeple Jack  

6th $255.00 Hemp Hemp Hooray Gift Box / All Seasons Wholefood Café Gift Basket / Hahndorf Candlemaker Gift Pack / Babutsu Yoga Voucher                                                                                                                                                             

7th $211.00 Kimbolton 3-Pack of Wines (Montepulciano Rose, Sparkling Montepulciano, Montepulciano) / Bunnings Voucher / Auto Masters Voucher / 2 Stihl Caps / Gio's Pizza Voucher                                                                           

8th $190.00 Horizon Leisure OzTrail Camping Tent / Jakem Farm Day Trip Voucher / 2 Stihl Caps 

9th $182.00 Stratco Fire Pit / Bleasdale Cabernet Sauvignon / Gio's Pizza Voucher / 2 Stihl Caps / Ultra Tune Voucher 

10th $170.00 Godfreys Hoover Steamy Wonder Steam Mop / Kennards Hire Voucher / Gio's Pizza Voucher 

11th $160.00 Howard Vineyard 2-Pack of Wines (Shiraz, Sauvignon Blanc) / Mount Barker Landscape Centre Voucher / 2 Stihl Caps / Ultra Tune Voucher 

12th $154.00 Zoos SA Family Day Pass to Adelaide Zoo for 2 Adults and 3 Children / Toyworld Beanie Boo Unicorn, Lolli Putti, Lego City 30360, Lego Friends 30409 / Ultra Tune Voucher                                                                                                   

13th $145.00 Repco Car Wash Pack / Auto Masters Voucher / Gio's Pizza Voucher 

14th $135.00 Hahndorf Fruit & Veg Market Fresh Produce Box / Kennards Hire Voucher / Babutsu Yoga Voucher 

15th $131.00 Hillbilly's Homewares Eataly 3 Piece Homeware Set / Rusticana 2-Pack of Wines (Zinfandel, Shiraz) / Beerenberg Triple Pack / German Arms Voucher                                                                                                                     

16th $130.00 Vineyard Road 6-Pack of Wines (3 Pinot Grigio and 3 Tempranillo) / Brother Bear Café Voucher 

17th $124.00 Head, Heart & Hands Gift Voucher & Child Rainbow Umbrella / The Garden Depot Garden Maintenance Pack / Babutsu Yoga Voucher                                                                                                                                                                   

18th $120.00 Prancing Pony Brewery Tour and Beer Tasting for 2 / Kennards Hire Voucher / Ultra Tune Voucher 

19th $115.00 Angas Plains Sparkling Chardonnay / Brezel Bakehouse Voucher / Kennards Hire Voucher / Gio's Pizza Voucher 

20th $114.00 Langhorne Creek Region 3-Pack of Red Wines (Lake Breeze Shiraz, Bremerton Cabernet Sauvignon, Gipsie Jack Malbec) / Adelaide Hills Farmers Market Voucher                                                                                                                   

 

SPRING FAIR 2019 - RAFFLE PRIZE PACKS*  
20 Prizes to be won with a total value of $4,791.00 

 

EEEE 

Spring Fair
Raffle Prizes & Donantions
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This course is for families experiencing separation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bookings essential. Please contact Centacare on 8215 6700 or 
email your details to: registrations@centacare.org.au 

This project is jointly funded by Centacare Catholic Family Services and the Department of Social Services 

Bringing Up Great Kids 
for Separated Parents  

A FREE workshop for Parents to encourage parenting practices that 
build competence, optimism and capability in Children 

 

 
 

Date and Time:  
Tuesday 29th October 2019 9:30am – 11:30am 
Tuesday 5th November 2019 9:30am – 11:30am 
Tuesday 12th November 2019 9:30am – 11:30am 
 
Venue 
Centacare Level 2, 
45 Wakefield Street, Adelaide 5000 
 


